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173-22-010
Purpose,

Pursuant to RCW 90,58.030 (2)(f), the department of ecology herein designates the wetland areas associated with
the streams, lakes and tidal waters which are subject to the provisions of chapter 90.58 RCW.

[Crder DE 72-15, § 173-22-010, filed 6/30/72.]

173-22.020
Applicability.

The provisions of this chapter shall apply statewide,

[Order DE 72-15, § 173-22-020, fited 6/30/72.]

173-22.030
Definitions.

As used herein, the following words have the following meanings:

(1) "Associated wetlands” means those wetlands which are in proximity to and either influence or are influencad by
tidal waters or a lake or stream subject to the Shorefine Management Act;

(2} "Flood plain” is synonymous with one hundred-year floed plain and means that land area susceptible to
inundation with a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year. The limit of this area shall be
based upon iloed ordinance regulation maps or a reasonable method which meets the objectives of the act;

(3) "Floodway" has the meaning provided in RCW $0.58.030;

{4) "Lake" means a body of standing water in a depression of land or expanded part of a river, including reservoirs,
of twenty acres or greater in total area, A lake is bounded by the ordinary high water mark or, where a stream enters a
lake, the extension of the elevation of the lake’s ordinary high water mark within the stream;

{5) "Ordinary high water mark" on all lakes, streams, and tidal water is that mark that will be found by examining
the bed and banks and asceriaining where the presence and action of waters are so common and usual, and so long
condinued in all ordinary years, as to mark upon the soil a character distinct from that of the abutting upland, in respect
to vegetation as that condition exdsts on June 1, 1971, as it may nalurally change thereafter, or as it may change
thereafter in accordance with permits issued by a local government or the depariment. The following criteria clarify this
mark on tidal walers, lakes, and streams:

(a) Tidal waters.

{i) In high energy environments where the action of waves or currents is sufficient to prevent vegetation
establishment below mean higher high tide, the ordinary high water mark is coincident with the line of vegetation.
Where there is no vegetative cover for less than one hundred feet parallel to the shoreline, the ordinary high water
mark is the average tidal elevation of the adjacent lines of vegetation. Where the ordinary high water mark cannot be
found, it is the elevation of mean higher high tide;

{li} In low energy environments where the action of waves and currents Is nof sufficient to-prevent vegetation
establishment below mean higher high tide, the ordinary high water mark Is coincident with the landward limit of salt
tolerant vegetation. "Salt tolerant vegetation” means vegetation which is tolerant of interstitial soil salinities greater
than or equal to 0.5 paris per thousand;

{b} Lakes. Where the ordinary high water mark cannot be found, it shall be the fine of mean high water;

(c) Streams. Where the ordinary high water mark cannot be found, it shail be the line of mean high water. For
braided streams, the ordinary high water mark is found on the banks forming the outer limits of the depression within
which the braiding occurs; .

(8) "River delta” means those lands formed as an aggradational feature by siratified clay, silt, sand and gravel
deposited at the mouths of streams where they enter a quieter body of water. The upsiream extent of a river delta is
that limit where it no longer forms distributary channels;

(7) "Shorelands” or "shoreland areas” means those lands extending landward for two hundred feet in all directions
as measured on a horizonial plane from the ordinary high water mark; floodways and contiguous flood plain areas
tandward two hundred feet from such floodways; and all wetlands and river deltas associated with the streams, lakes,
and tidal waters which are subject to the provisions of this chapter; the same to be designated as to location by the
department of ecolagy. Any county or ¢ity may determine that portion of a one hundred-year flood plain to be included
in its master program as long as such poriion includes, as a minimum, the floodway and the adjacent [and extending
landward two hundred feet therefrom;

{8) A "stream" is a naturally occurring body of periodic or continuousty flowing water where:

{a) The mean annual flow is greater than twenty cubic feet per second; and

(b} The water is contained within a channel. A channel is an open conduit either naturally or artificially created.
This definition dees not include artificially created irrigation, return flow, or stock watering channels;

{9) "Tidal water" includes marine and estuarine waters bounded by the ordinary high water mark. Where a stream
enters the tidal water, the tidal water is bounded by the extension of the elevation of the marine ordinary high water
mark within the stream; .

{10) "Wetlands" or "wetland areas" means areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground waler at a
frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of
vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated sofl conditions. Wettands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs
and similar areas. Wetlands do not include those artificial wetlands intenticnally created from nonwetland sites,
including, but not limited to, irrigation and drainage ditches, grass-lined swales, canals, detention facilities, wastewater
treatment facilities, farm ponds, and landscape amenilies, or those wetlands created after July 1, 1980, that were
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unintentionally created as a result of ihe construction of a road, street, or highway. Wetiands may include these
artificial wetlands intentionally created from nonwetland areas lo mitigate the conversicn of wetlands; and
{11) The definitions set forth in chapter 20.58 RCW shall also apply as used herein,

[Staiutory Authority: RCW 80.58.120, 90.58.200, 90.58.060 and 43.21A.681. WSR 11-05-084 (Order 10-07), § 173-
22-030, filed 2/11/11, effective 3/14/11. Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.030 (3)(e), 90.58.045, 90.58,065, 90.58.140
(9), 90.58.143, 90.58.147, 90.58.200, 90.58.355, 90.58.390, 90.58.515, 43.21K.080, 71.09.250, 71.09.342, 77.55.181,
89.08.460, chapters 70.105D, 80.50 RCW. WSR 07-02-086 (Order 05-12), § 173-22-030, filed 1/2/07, effective 2/2/07.
Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.140(3) and [90.58].200. WSR 97-04-076 (Order 96-12), § 173-22-030, filed 2/5/97,
effective 3/8/97. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-08), § 173-22-030, filed 5/23/86.
Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.030 (2)(f), 90.58.120, and 90.58.200. WSR 80-08-086 (Order DE 80-22), § 173-22-
030, filed 7/2/80; Order DE 73-11, § 173-22-030, fited 7/20/73; Order DE 72-15, § 173-22-030, filed 6/30/72.]

173-22-035
Wetland identification and delineation.

fdentification of wetlands and delineation of their boundaries pursuant to this chapter shall be dene in accordance
with the approved federal wetland delineation manual and applicable reglonal supplements. Review copies are
available at the department of ecology headquariers and regional offices. Links to the online versions are accessible
through the departmant of ecology wetlands web pags. Copies of the original published manual are available through
the U.8. Army Corps of Engineers National Technical Information Service (phone 703-487-4650).

[Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58,120, 80.58.200, 90.58.060 and 43.21A.681. WER 11-05-064 (Order 10-07), § 173-
22-035, filed 2/11/11, effective 3/14/11. Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.140(3) and [20.58].200. WER 97-04-076
(Order 96-12), § 173-22-035, filed 2/5/97, effective 3/8/97.]

173-22-040
Shoreland area designation criterla.

The fellowing criteria contain the standards for the department’s designation of shoreland areas associated with
shorelines of the state which are subject to the jurisdiction of chapter 90.58 RCW:

{1) Tidal waters. The shoreland area shall include:

{a) Those lands which extend landward two hundred feet as measured on a herizonial plane from the ordinary
high water marl; and

{b) Those wetlands which are in proximity to and either influence or are influenced by the tidal water. This
influence includes but is not limited 1o one or moere of the following: Periadic tidal inundation; hydraulic continuity;
formation by tidally influenced geohydraulic processes; or a surface connection through a culvert or tide gate;

(2) Lakes. The shoreland area shall include:

(a) Those lands which extend landward two hundred feet as measured on a horizontal piane from the ordinary
high water mark; and

(b} Those wetlands which are in proximity to and either influence or are influenced by the lake. This influence
includes but is not timited to one or more of the following: Pericdic inundation or hydrautic continuity;

{3} Streams. The shoreland area shall include the greater of:

(a) Those lands which extend landward two hundred feet as measured on a horizental plane from the ordinary
high water mark;

{b) Those flood plains which extend landward two hundred feet as measured on a herizontal plane from the
floodway: Provided, That local govemment may, at iis discretion, include all or a targer portion of the ene hundred-
year flood plain within the associated shorelands, Designation of this shoreland area shalt be in accordance with
chapter. 173-26 WAC, the state master program., If the applicable master program does not designate the shoreland
area for a stream, it shall be designated under the rules which applied at the time of adoption by the depariment;

(c) Those wetllands which are in proximity to and either influence or are influenced by the stream. This influence
includes but is not limited to one or more of the following: Perodic inundation; location within a flood piain; or hydraulic
coniinuity; and .

(d) Those lands within a river delta flood plain except for those lands that can reasonably be expected to be
protected from flood waters by flood control devices maintained by or maintained under license from the federal
govemment, the state, or a political subdivision of the state.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.030 (3)(e), 90.58.045, 90.58.065, 90.58.140(9), 90.58.143, 90.58.147, 90.58.200,
90.58,355, 90.58.390, 90.58.515, 43.21K.080, 71.09.250, 71.09.342, 77.55.181, §9.08.460, chapters 70.105D, 80.50
RCW. WSR 07-02-086 {Order 05-12), § 173-22-040, filed 1/2/07, effective 2/2/07. Statutary Authority; RCW 90.58.140
(3) and {90.58].200. WSR 97-04-076 (Order 96-12), § 173-22-040, filed 2/5/97, effective 3/8/97. Statutory Authority:
Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Crder 86-06), § 173-22-040, filed 5/23/86. Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.030,
90.58.120 and 90.58.200. WSR 85-09-043 (Order DE 85-05), § 173-22-040, filed 4/15/85. Statutory Authority: RCW
90.58.030C {2)(f), 90.58.120, and 90.58.200. WSR 80-08-086 (Order DE 80-22), § 173-22-040, filed 7/2/80; Order DE
76-30, § 173-22-040, filed 7/27/76; Order DE 73-11, § 173-22-040, filed 7/20/73; Order DE 72-15, § 173-22-040, filed
6/30/72.] "

173-22.050
Review and update of designations.
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Each local government master program shail include a map of shorelands constiluting shorelines of the state -
within the jurisdiction of the master program that complies with the requiremenis of RCW 90.58 030 (2)(d). When such
master program is approved by the department subsequent to the effective date of this provision, the list within the
master program shall be the official list for that jurisdiction and shall supersede the list contained herein.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 80.58.030 {3)(e), 90.58.045, 90.58.065, 90.58.140(9), 90.58.143, 90.58.147, 90.58.200,
90.58.355, 90.58.390, 90.58.515, 43.21K.080, 71.09.250, 71.09.342, 77.55.181, 89.08.460, chapters 70.105D, 80.50
RCW. WSR 07-02-086 (Order 05-12), § 173-22-050, filed 1/2/07, effective 2/2/07. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58
RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-050, filed 5/23/88. Statutory Authority: RCW 80.58.030 (2)(f),
90.58.120, and 90.58.200. WSR 80-08-086 (Order DE 80-22), § 173-22-050, filed 7/2/80; Order DE 73-11, § 173-22-
050, filed 7/20/73; Order DE 72-15, § 173-22-050, filed 6/30/72.]

173-22-052
Alteratlons of shorelines affecting designations.

Alterations of the existing conditions of shorefines and wetlands of the state which affect the boundary or volume
of those water bodies, whether through authorized development or natural causes, shall warrant a review of the
designation of those shorelines and their associated wetlands,

[Statutory Authority: Chapter 80.568 RCW, WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-052, filed 5/23/86.]

173-22-055
Conflicts between designations and criteria.

in the event that any of the shoreland designations shown on the maps adopted in WAC 173-22-080 or a shoreline
master program approved under WAC 173-22-050, contlict with the criteria set forth in this chapter the criteria shall
control. The boundary of the designated shoreland areas shall be governed by the criteria set forth in WAC 173-22-
040 except that the local govemment must amend the Iocat master program fo reflect the new designation within three
years of the discovery of the discrepancy.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.030 (3)(e), 90.58.045, 90.58.065, 90.58.140(9), 90.58.143, 90.58.147, 80.58.200,
90.58.365, 90.58.390, 90.58.515, 43.21K.080, 71.09.250, 71.09.342, 77.55.181, 89.08.460, chapters 70.105D, 80.50
RCW. WSR 07-02-086 (Order 05-12), § 173-22-055, filed 1/2/07, effective 2/2/07. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58
RCW. WSR 86-12-011 {Order 86-06), § 173-22-055, filed 5/23/86. Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.030 (2)(0),
90.58.120, and 90.58.200. WSR 80-08-086 (Order DE 80-22), § 173-22-055, filed 7/2/80; Order DE 73-11, § 173-22-
055, filed 7/20/73.]

173-22-060
Shoreline designation maps until superseded.

Shoreline designation maps are those maps which have been prepared and adopled by the department in a
manner consistent with chapter 34.04 RCW (the Administrative Procedure Act) that designate the location of
shorelines of the state and their shoreland areas. Shoreland area designations are applied under the criteria contained
in WAC 173-22-040. Due fo the bulk of the maps designating the shoreland areas, they are not included in the {ext of
this chapter, but rather are incorporated herein as an appendix hereto, having full legal force and effect as if published
herein. Copies of the appendix are available fo the public at alt reasonable times for inspection in the headquarters of
the department of ecology in Lacey, the Washington state code reviser's office, the appropriate county auditor and city
clerk. Copies of portions thereof, or of the complete set, will be available from the depariment at the expense of the
party requesting the same. Volumes |, I, and Hl entitled Shorelines under the Shoreline Management Act of 1971
{chapter 90.58 RCW, chapter 286, Laws of 1971 1st ex. sess.) were adopted by reference on June 30, 1972. These
maps are in effect until superseded by an approved shoreline master program as described in WAC 173-22-050.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.030 (3)(e), 80.58.045, 90.58.065, 90.58.140(9), 90.58.143, 90.58.147, 90.58.200,
90.58,355, 90.58.390, 90.58 515, 43.21K.080, 71.09.250, 71.09.342, 77.55.181, 89.08.460, chapters 70.105D, 80.50
RCW. WSR 07-02-086 (Order 05-12), § 173-22-080, filed 1/2/07, effective 2/2/07. Statutery Authority: Chapter 90,58
RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-060, filed 5/23/86. Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.030, 90.58.120 and
90.58.200. WSR 85-14-001 (Crder 85-15), § 173-22-060, filed 6/20/85; WSR 85-08-043 (Order DE 85.05), § 173-22-
060, filed 4/15/85. Statutory Authority: RCW 20.58.120, 90.58.200 and 90.58.030 (2)(f). WSR 81-13-034 (Order DE
81-18), § 173-22-060, filed 6/15/81; Order DE 72-15, § 173-22-060, filed 6/30/72.)

473-22-0802
Adams County.

Adams County designation maps approved June 30, 1972. Revision approved September 20, 1977.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 868-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-0602, filed 5/23/86.]
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173-22.0604
Asotin County.

Asofin Counly designation maps approved June 30, 1972, Revisicn approved August 28, 1973. Revision approved
September 20, 1977.

[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-0604, filed 5123/86.]

173-22-0606
Benton County.

Benton County designation maps approved June 30, 1972. Revision approved September 20, 1977.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 30.58 RCW. WéR 86-12-011 (Order 86-08), § 173-22-0606, filed 5/23/86.]

173-22-0608
Chelan County.

Chelan County designation maps approved June 36, 1972. Revision approved August 28, 1973.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-0608, filed 5/23/88.]

173-22-0610
Glallam County.

Clallam County designation maps approved June 30, 1972. Revision approved August 28, 1973. Revision
approved September 20, 1977, Revision approved April 15, 1985,

[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 {Order 86-06), § 173-22-0610, filad 5/23/86.]

173-22-0612
Clark County.

Clark County designation maps approved June 30, 1972. Revision approved August 28, 1973. Revision approved
September 20, 1977.

[Statutory Authorily: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-0612, flled 5/23/86.]

173-22-0614
Columbia County.

Columbia County designatioh maps approved June 30, 1972,
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 {Order 86-06), § 173-22-0614, filad 5/23/85.]

173-22.0616
Cowlitz County.

Cowlitz County designation maps approved June 30, 1972. Revision approved August 28, 1973. Revision
approved Septernber 20, 1977. Revision approved July 2, 1980.

[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.68 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Crder 86-06), § 173-22.0616, filed 5/23/86.)

173-22-0618
Douglas Gounty.

http://app.leg. wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-22& full=true 7/14/2015



Chapter 173-22 WAC: ADOPTION OF DESIGNATIONS OF SHORELANDS AND W... Page 6 of 10

Wetlands subject to the provisions of chapter 90.58 RCW within Douglas County are designated in the Douglas
County shoreling master program.

{Statutory Authority: RCW 80.58.120, 90.58.200, 90.58.060 and 43.21A.681. WSR 11-05-064 (Order 10-07), § 173-
22-0618, filed 2M11/11, effective 3/14/11. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-08), §
173-22-0618, filed 5123.’86]

173-22.0620
Ferry Gounty.

Ferry County designation maps approved June 30, 1872. Revision approved September 20, 1977,
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-08), § 173-22-0620, filed 5/23/86.]

173-22.0622
Franklin County.

Franklin County dasignation maps approved June 30, 1972. Revision approved August 28, 1973.
{Statutory Autherity: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-08), § 173-22-0622, filed 5/23/86.]

173-22-0624
Garfield County.

Garfield County designation maps approved June 30, 1972,
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 80.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 {Order 856-06), § 173-22-0624, filed 5/23/86.)

173-22-0828
Grant County.

Grant County designation maps approved June 30, 1972, Revision approved August 28, 1973. Revisfon approved
September 20, 1977. Revision approved June 15, 1981.

[Statutory Authority: Chapler 80.68 RCW. W3R 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-06286, filed 5/23/86.)

173-22.0628
Grays Harbor County.

Grays Harbor County designation maps approved June 30, 1972. Revision approved August 28, 1973. Revision
approved July 2, 1980. Revision approved April 15, 1985.

[Statutory Authority: Chapter 80.58 RCW, WSR 86-12-011 {Order 86-06), § 173-22-0628, filed 5/23/86.]

173-22-0630
Istand County.

fsland County designation maps approved June 30, 1972. Revision approved September 20, 1977. Revision
approved July 2, 1980.

[Statutory Authority: Chapler 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-08), § 173-22-0630, filed 5/23/86.]

173-22-0632
Jefferson County.

Jefferson County designation maps approved June 30, 1972, Revision approved September 20, 1977. Revision
approved July 2, 1980.

[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-0632, filed 5/23/86.]
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173-22-0634
King Gounty,

King County designation maps approved June 30, 1872, Revision approved August 28, 1973. Revision approved
September 20, 1977. Revision approved July 2, 1980. Revision approved June 15, 1981. Revision approved April 15,
1985, .

[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-0634, filed 5/23/86.)

173-22-0636
Kitsap County.

Kitsap County designation maps approved June 30, 1972. Revision appm\}ed August 28, 1973, Revision approved
September 20, 1977. Revision approved July 2, 1980. Revision approved June 15, 1981.

[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-086), § 173-22-0638, filed 5/23/85.]

173-22-0638
Kittitas County.

Kiititas County designation maps approved June 30, 1972. Revision approved August 28, 1973. Revision’
approved September 20, 1977.

[Statutory Auihority: Chapter 90,58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-0638, filed 5/23/86.]

173-22-0640 -
Klickitat County.

Klickitat County designation maps approved June 30, 1972. Revision approved August 28, 1973. Revision
approved September 20, 1977. Revision approved July 2, 1880.

[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-086), § 173-22-0840, filed 5/23/86.)

173-22-0642
Lewis County.

Lewis County designation maps approved June 30, 1972. Revision approved August 28, 1973. Revision approved
Seplember 20, 1977. Revision approved July 2, 1880,

[Statutory Authority: Chapter 80.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-08), § 173-22-0642, filed 5/23/86.]

173-22-0644
LincoIn County.

Lincoln County designation maps approved June 30, 1972. Revision approved Septembar 20, 1877.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 88-08), § 173-22-0644, filed 5/23/86.]

173-22-0646
Mason Gounty.

Mason County designation maps approved June 30, 1972, Revislon approved August 28, 1973. Revision
approved September 20, 1977.

[Stalutory Authority: Chapter 90.68 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 85-06), § 173-22-0648, filed 5/23/86.]

http://app.leg. wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-22 & full=true 7/14/2015
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173-22-0648
Okanogan County.

Ckanogan County designation maps approved June 30, 1972, Revision approved August 28, 1973. Revision
approved September 20, 1977. Revision approved September 29, 1987, Revision approved January 5, 1988.

[Statutery Authority: RCW 90.58.120 and 90.58.200. WSR 88-03-070 (Order DE 87-45), § 173-22-0648, filed 1/20/88.
Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.030, 90.58.120 and 90.58.300. WSR 87-20-050 (Order DE 87-35), § 173-22-0648,
filed 10/2/87. Statutory Authority: Chapter 80.58 RCW. WER 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-0648, {filed 5/23/86.]

173-22-0650
Paclfic County.

Pacific County designation maps approved June 30, 1972. Revision approved August 28, 1973, Revision
approved Saptember 20, 1977.

[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 {Order 86-06), § 173-22-0650, filed 5/23/86.]

173.22-0652
Pend Oreille Gounty,

Pend Oreille County designation maps approved June 30, 1972, Revision approved April 15, 1985,
[Statutory Autharity: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-08), § 173-22-0852, filad 5/23/88.]

173-22-0654
Pierce County.

Piarce County designation maps approved June 30, 1972. Revision approved September 20, 1977,
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-0654, filed 5/23/86.]

173-22-0656
San Juan County.

San Juan County designation maps approved June 30, 1972. Revision approved August 28, 1973. Revision
approved September 20, 1977. Revision approved August 15, 1978. Revision approved July 2, 1980. Revision
approved June 20, 1985,

[Statutory Authority: Chapler $0.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 {Order 86-05), § 173-22-0656, filed 5/23/86.]

173-22-0658
Skaglt County.

Skagit County designation maps approved June 30, 1972. Revision approved September 20, 1977. Revision
approved July 2, 1980. :

[Statutory Authority: Chapter 80.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Crder 86-08), § 173-22-0658, filed 5/23/86.]

173-22-0660
Skamania Gounty.

Skamania County designation maps approved June 30, 1972. Revision approved August 28, 1973. Revision
approved September 20, 1977. Revision approved July 2, 1980.

[Statutory Authorily: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-0660, filed 5/23/86.]

173-22-0662

http://app.leg,wa. gov/WAC/default.aspx7cite=173-22&full=true 7/14/2015
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Snchomish County.

Snohorish County designation maps approved June 30, 1972. Revislon approved August 28, 1973. Revision
approved July 2, 1980.

{Statutory Authority: Chapler 80,58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Qrder 86-06), § 173-22-0662, filed 5/23/85.]

173-22-0664
Spokane County.

Spokane County designation maps approved June 30, 1972.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-1 2-011 (Order 86-08), § 173-22-0664, filed 5/23/86.)

173-22.0666
Stevens County.

Stevens County designation maps approved June 30, 1972, Revision approved August 28, 1973. Revision
approved September 20, 1977.

{Statutory Authority: Chapter 90,58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-0666, fited 5/23/86.]

173-22-0668
Thurston County, -

Thurston County designation maps approved June 30, 1972. Revision approved August 28, 1973, Revision
approved September 20, 1977, Revision approved July 2, 1980. Revision approved April 15, 1985,

[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 88-08), § 173-22-0668, filed 5/23/86.]

173-22-0870¢
Wahkiakum County.

Wahkiakum County designation maps approved June 30, 1972.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90,58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-06870, filed 5/123/86.]

173-22.0672
Walla Walla County.

Walla Walla County designation maps approved June 30, 1972. Revision approved September 20, 1977,
[Staiutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 88-06), § 173-22-0672, filed 5/23/86.]

173-22.0674
Whatcom County.

Whatcom County designation maps approved June 30, 1972. Revision approved August 28, 1973. Revision
approved Seplember 20, 1977. Revision approved July 2, 1980.

[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-08), § 173-22-0674, filed 5/23/86.]

173-22-0676
Whitman County.

Whitman County designation maps approved June 30, 1972.
[Statutery Authority: Chapter 80.58 RCW. WSR 86-12-011 (Order 86-08), § 173-22-0676, filed 5/23/86.]

http:/fapp.leg. wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-22& full=true _ 7/14/2015
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473-22-0678
Yakima County.

Wetlands subject to the provisions of chapter 90.58 RCW within Yakima County are designated in the Yakima
County shoreline master program.

[Statutory Autharity: RCW 90.58.120, 90.58.200, 90.58.060 and 43.21A.681, WSR 11-05-064 (Order 10-07), § 173-
220678, filed 2/11/11, effeclive 3/14/11. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90,58 RCW. WSR 88-12-011 (Order §6-06), §
173-22-0678, filed 5/23/86.]

173-22.070
Lands within federal boundaries.

In addition to those designations contained in the appendix, those nonfederal lands lying within the exterior
boundaries of federal lands and those federal lands leased by the federal government to other persons, which lands
fali within the definition of shorelands contained herein, shall also be subject to the jurisdiction of chapter 90.58 RCW.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.140(3) and {90.58].200. WSR 97-04-076 (Order 96-12), § 173-22-070, filed 2/5/97,
effective 3/8/97; Crder DE 73-11, § 173-22-070, filed 7/20/73; Order DE 72-15, § 173-22-070, filed 6/30/72.]

http://app.leg. wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx ?cite=173-22 &fuil=true 7/14/2015
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(@3) TION-R6E 31D CassidyLk.
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3%} } ) 27.1 R
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(39 363 R
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(46 . 25.0

[Statutory Authority: RCW 90.58.200. 98-09-098 {Order 97-40), § 173-20-640, filed 4/22/98, effective 5/23/98; Order DE-
76-16, § 173-20-640, filed 5/3/76; Order DE 72-14, § 173-20-640, filed 6/30/72.] S .

0TS-9036.2

AMENDATORY SECTION(Amending Order 96-12, filed 2/5/97, effective 3/8/97)

WAC 173-22-030 Definitions. As used herein, the following words have the following meanings:

(1) "Associated wetlands" means those wetlands which are in proximity to and either influence or are
influenced by tidal waters or a lake or stream subject to the Shoreline Management Act;

(2) "Atypical situation" as used herein, refers to areas in which one or more parameters (vegetation,
soil, and/or hydrology) have been sufficiently altered by recent human activities or natural events to
preclude the presence of wetland indicators of the parameter, Recent refers to the period of time since
legal jurisdiction of an applicable law or regulation took effect; ' e

(3) "Duration (inundation/soil saturation)" meatis the length of timé during which water stands at or
above the soil surface (inundation), or during which the soil is saturated. As used herein, duration refers

to a period during the growing season; oo

(4) "Flood plain” is synonymous with one hundred-year floodplain and means that land area
susceptible to being inundated by stream derived waters with a one percent chance of being equaled or
* exceeded in any given year, The limit of this area shall be based upon flood ordinance regulation maps
ot a reasonable method which meets the objectives of the act; ' g

(5) "Floodway" ((
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¢ meaning provided in RCW 90.58.030;

the-objectives-of the-aet)) has t
(6) "Growing season” means the portion of the year when soil temperatures at 19.7 inches below the
soil surface are higher than biologic zero (5°C); _ :

(7) "Hydrophytic vegetation" means the sum total of macrophytic plant life growing in water or on a
substrate that is at least periodically deficient in oxygen as a result of excessive water content. When -
hydrophytic vegetation comprises a community where indicators of hydric soils and wetland hydrology

also occur, the area has wetland vegetation;

(8) "Hydric soil" means soil that formed under conditions of saturation, flooding, or ponding long
enough during the growing season to develop anaerobic conditions in the upper part;

(9) "Lake" means a body of standing water in a depression of land or 'expanded part of a river,
including reservoirs, of twenty acres or greater in total area. A lake is bounded by the ordinary high
water mark or, where a stream enters a lake, the extension of_the elevation of the lake's ordinary high

water mark within the stream; -

(10) "Long duration” means a period of inundation from a single event that ranges from seven days to
one month. _

(11) "Ordinary high water mark" on all lakes, streams, and tidal water is that mark that will be found
by cxamining the bed and banks and ascertaining where the presence and action of waters are so
common and usual, and so long continued in all ordinary years, as to mark upon the soil'a character -
distinct from that of the abutting upland, in respect to vegetation as that condition exists on June 1, 1971,
as it may naturally change thereafter, or as it may change thereafter in accordance with permits issued by
a local government or the department. The following criteria clarify this mark on tidal waters, lakes, and

streams:

(a) Tidal waters.

(i) In high energy environments where the action of waves or currents is sufficient to prevent
vegetation establishment below mean higher high tide, the ordinary high water mark is coincident with
the line of vegetation. Where there is no vegetative cover for less than one hundred feet parallel to the
shoreline, the ordinary high water mark is the average tidal elevation of the adjacent lines of vegetation.
Where the ordinary high water mark cannot be found, it is the elevation of mean higher high tide;

(if) In low energy environments where the action of waves and currents is not sufficient to prevent
vegetation establishment below mean higher high tide, the ordinary high water mark is coincident with
the landward limit of salt tolerant vegetation. "Salt tolerant vegetation" means vegetation which is
tolerant of interstitial soil salinities greater than or equal to 0.5 parts per thousand; .

(b) Lakes. Where the ordinary high water mark cannot be found, it shall bé the line of meah high

hitn MNawflesext leg wa. oovilaw/wsr/2007/02/ 07-02-086’.htm . 6/18/2015
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water;

(c) Streams. Where the ordinary ﬁigh water mark cannot be found, it shall be the line of mean high
water. For braided streams, the'ordinary high water mark is found on the banks forming the outer limits -
of the depression within which th_e braiding occurs; ' : '

(12) "Prevalent vegetation" means the plant corﬁmunity or communities that oceur in an area during a
given period. The prevalent vegetation is characterized by the dominant macrophytic species that
comprise the plant community;

(13) "River delta” means those lands formed as an aggradational feature by stratified clay, silt, sand
and gravel deposited at the mouths of streams where they enter a quieter body of water. The upstream
extent of a river delta is that limit where it no longer forms distributary channels; -

(14) "Shorelands" or "shoreland areas" means those lands extending landward for two hundred feet in
all directions as measured on a horizontal plane from the ordinary high water mark; floodways and
contiguous floodplain areas landward two hundred feet from such floodways; and all wetlands and river
deltas associated with the streams, lakes, and tidal waters which are subject to the provisions of this

chapter; the same to be designated as to location by the department of ecology. Any county or city may -
determine that portion of a one-hundred-year-flood plain to be included in its master program as long as
such portion includes, as a minimum, the floodway and the adjacent land extending landward two

hundred feet therefrom; : .
(15) A "stream" is a naturally occurring body of periodic or continuously flowing water where:
(a) The mean annual flow is greater than twenty cubic feet per second; and

(b) The water is contained within a channel. A channel is an open conduit either naturally or
artificially created. This definition does not include artificially created irrigation, return flow, or
stockwatering channels; : ' -

(16) "Tidal water” includes marine and estuarine waters bounded by the ordinary high water mark.
Where a stream enters the tidal water, the tidal water is bounded by the extension of the elevation of the

marine ordinary high water mark within the stream;

)] "Typicaﬂy adapted" is a term that refers to a species being normally or commonly suited to a
given set of environmental conditions, due to some feature of its morphology, physiology, or
reproduction; ' ' - -

(18) "Very long duration" means a period of inundation from a single event that is greater than one
month. ' ' o : ' .

(19) "Wetlands" or "wetland areas" means areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground
water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support,
a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated. soil conditioris. Wetlands generally
include swamps, marshes, bogs and similar areas. Wetlands do not include those artificial wetlands
intentionally. created from nonwetland sites, including, but not limited to, irrigation and drainage ditches,
grass-lined swales, canals, detention facilities, wastewater treatment facilities, farm ponds, and '

" landscape amenities, or those wetlands created after July 1, 1990, that were unintentionally created as a
result of the construction of a road, street, or highway. Wetlands may include those artificial wetlands:

f o e mr e e A AR IV IO O AC L Taben ” cHemnn s
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intentionally created from nonwetland areas to mitigate the conversion of wetlands; and

(20) The definitions set foﬂh in chapter 90.58 RCW shall also apply as used herein.

{Statutory Authorlty RCW 90.58. 140(3) and [90.58].200, 97-04-075 (Order 96- 12), § 173-22-030, filed 2/5/97, effective
3/8/97. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-030, filed 5/23/86. Stamtory Authority:
RCW 90.58.030 (2)(f), 90.58.120, and 90.58.200. 80-08-086 (Order DE 80-22), § 173-22-030, filed 7/2/80 Order DE 73- 11 _
§ 173-22-030, filed 7/20/73; Order DE 72- 15 § 173-22-030, filed 6/30/72.]

AMENDATORY SECTION(Amending Order 96-12, filed 2/5/97, effective 3/8/97)

WAC 173-22 040 Shoreland area des1gnatlon criteria, The followmg criteria contam the standards
for the department's designation of shoreland areas associated with shorelines of the state which are
subject to the jurisdiction of chapter 90.58 RCW:

(1) Tidal waters. The shoreland area shall iﬁclﬁde' .

(a) Those lands which extend landward two hundred feet as measured on a horlzontal plane from the
ordmary high water mark; and

(b) Those wetlands which are in proximity to and either influence or are influenced by the tidal
water. This influence includes but is not limited to one or more of the following: Periodic tidal
inundation; hydraulic continuity; formation by tidally influenced geohydrauhc processes; or a surface
connection through a culvert or tide gate; _

(2) Lakes. The shoreland area shall include:

(a) Those lands which extend landward two hundred feet as measured on a horizontal plane from the
ordinary high water mark; and :

{(b) Those wetlands which are in proximity fo and either influence or are influenced by the lake. This
influence includes but is not limited to one or more of the foHowmg Periodic mundation or hydraulic

continuity;
3) Streams. The shoreland area shall include the greater of:

- (a) Those lands which extend landward two hundred feet as measured on a horizontal plane from the
ordinary high water mark;

(b) Those floodplains which extend landward two hundred feet as measured on a horizontal plane
from the floodway: Provided, That local government may, at its discretion, include all or a larger portion
of the one hundred-year floodplain within the associated shorelands. Designation of this shoreland area
shall be in accordance with chapter ((173=19)) 173-26 WAC, the state master program. If the applicable
master program does not designate the shoreland area for a stream, it shall be designated under the rules

which applied at the time of adoption by the department;

(c) Those wetlands which are in proximity to and either influénce or are mﬂuenced by the stream. -
- This influence includes but is not limited to orie or more of the following: Periodic inundation; location
within a ﬂoodplam or hydraulic continuity; and .
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(d) Those lands within ariver delta floodplain except for those lands that can reasonably be expected
to be protected from flood waters by flood control devices maintained by or maintained under license
from the federal government, the state, or a political subdivision of the state.

[Statutory Anthority: RCW 90. 58, 140(3) and [90.58].200. 97-04-076 (Order 96-12), § 173-22-040, filed 2/5/97, effective
3/8/97. Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-040, filed 5/23/86. Statutory Authority:
RCW 90.58.030, 90.58.120 and 90.58.200. 85-09-043 (Order DE 85-05), § 173-22-040, filed 4/15/85. Statutory Authority:
RCW 90.58.030 (2)(), 90.58.120, and 90.58.200. 80-08-086 (Order DE 80-22), § 173-22-040, filed 7/2/80; Order DE 76-30,
§ 173-22-040, filed 7/27/76; Order DE 73-11, § 173-22-040, filed 7/20/73; Order DE 72-15, § 173-22-040, filed 6/30/72.]

AMENDATORY SECTION(Amending Order 86-06, filed 5/23/86)

WAC 173-22 050 Rev1ew and updat of des1gnat10ns ((Fhe-department-shattreview-att-the

chapter 3404 REW-(the Administrative ProcedureAet)) Each local govermnent master program Shall
include a map of shorelands constltutmg shorelines of the state within the jurisdiction of the master
program that complies with the requirements of RCW 90.58.030 (2)(d). When such master program is
approved by the department subsequent to the effective date of this provision, the list within the master

program shall be the official list for that jurisdiction and shall supercede the list contained herein,

[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-050, filed 5/23/86. Statutory Authority: RCW
90.58.030 (2)(f), 90.58.120, and 90.58.200. 80-08-086 (Order DE 80-22), § 173-22-050, filed 7/2/80; Order DE 73-11, § 173-

22-050, filed 7/20/73; Order DE 72-15, § 173-22-050, filed 6/30/72.]

AMENDATORY SECTION(Amending Order 86-06, filed 5/23/86)

WAC 173-22-055 Conflicts between designations and criteria. In the event that any of the
((wettand)) shoreland designations shown on the maps adopted in WAC 173-22-060 or a shoreline
master program approved under WAC 173-22-050, conflict with the criteria set forth in this chapter the
criteria shall control. The boundary of the designated ((wetland)) shoreland areas shall be governed by
the criteria set forth in WAC 173-22-040 except that the local government must amend the local master

program to reflect the new designation within three years of the discovery of the discrepancy.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.58 RCW. 86-12-011 (Order 86-06), § 173-22-055, filed 5/23/86. Statutory Authority: RCW

90.58.030 (2)(f), 90.58.120, and 90.58.200.-80-08-086 (Order DE 80-22), § 173-22-053, filed 7/2/80; Order DE 73-11, § 173-
22-055, filed 7/20/73.]

AMENDATORY SECTION(Amending Order 86-06, filed 5/23/86)

WAC 173-22-060 Shoreline designation miaps until superceded. Shoreline designation maps are
those maps which have been prepared and adopted by the department in a manner consistent with
chapter 34.04 RCW (the Administrative Procedure Act) that designate the location of shorelines of the
state and their ((associated-wetland)) shoreland areas. ((Wettand)) Shoreland area designations are
applied under the criteria contained in WAC 173-22-040. Due to the bulk of the maps designating the
((wethand)) shoreland areas, they are not included in the text of this chapter, but rather are incorporated
herein as an appendix hereto, having full legal force and effect as if published herein. Copies of the
appendix are available to the public at all reasonable times for inspection in the headquarters of the

htto://lawfilesext.leo.wa.gov/law/wsr/2007/02/ 07-02-086.htm , 6/18/2015
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending Order 05-12, filed 1/2/07, effective
2/2/07} . _ :

WAC 173-22-030 Definitions. As used herein, the following
words have the followlng meanings:

(1) "Associated wetlands" means those wetlands which are in
proximity to and either influence or are influenced by tidal waters
or a lake or stream subject to the Shoreline Management Act;
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+4¥)) "Flood plain" is synonymous with one hundred-year flood
plain and means that land area susceptible to being inundated by
stream derived waters with a one percent chance of being equaled or
exceeded in any given year. The limit of this area shall be based
upon flood ordinance regulation maps or a reasonable method which
meets the objectives of the act;

((+5r) ) (3) "Floodway" has the meaning provided in RCW
90.58.030;
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+2y)) (4) "Lake"™ means a Dbody of standing water 1in a
depression of Jland or expanded part of a river, including
reservoirs, of twenty acres or greater in total area. A lake is
bounded by the .ordinary high water mark or, where a stream enters
a lake, the extension of the elevation of the lake's ordinary high
water mark within the stream;

1)) (5) "Ordinary high water mark"™ on all lakes, streams,

[ 1] . 0TS-3375.2



and tidal water is that mark that will be found by examining the
bed and banks and ascertaining where the presence and action of
waters are so common and usual, and so long continued in all
ordinary years, as to mark upon the soil a character distinct from
that of the abutting upland, in respect to vegetation as that
condition exists on June 1, 1971, as it may naturally change
thereafter, or as it may change thereafter in accordance with
permits issued by a local government or the department. The
following criteria clarify this mark on tidal waters, lakes, and
streams:

(a) Tidal waters.

(i) In high energy environments where the action of waves or
currents is sufficient to prevent vegetation establishment below
mean higher high tide, the ordinary high water mark is coincident
with the line of vegetation. Where there is no vegetative cover
for less than one hundred feet parallel to the shoreline, the
ordinary high water mark is the average tidal elevation of the
adjacent lines of vegetation. Where the ordinary high water mark
cannot be found, it is the elevation of mean higher high tide;

(ii) In low energy environments where the action of waves and
currents is not sufficient to prevent vegetation establishment
below mean higher high tide, the ordinary high water mark is
coincident with the landward limit of salt tolerant vegetation.
"Salt tolerant vegetation" means vegetation which is tolerant of
interstitial soil salinities greater than or equal to 0.5 parts per
thousand; :

{b) Lakes. Where the ordinary high water mark cannot be
found, it shall be the line of mean high water;

(c) Streams. Where the ordinary high water mark cannot be
found, it shall be the line of mean high water. For braided
streams, the ordinary high water mark is found on the banks forming
the outer limits of the depression within which the braiding

occurs;,
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13¥)) (&) "River delta" means those lands formed as an
aggradational feature by stratified clay, silt, sand and gravel
deposited at the mouths of streams where they enter a guieter body
of water. The upstream extent of a river delta is that limit where
it no longer forms distributary channels;

{{(+H473)) (7)) "Shorelands" or "shoreland areas" means those
lands extending landward for two hundred feet in all directions as
measured on a horizontal plane from the ordinary high water mark;
floodways and contiguous flood plain areas landward two hundred
feet from such floodways; and all wetlands and river deltas
associated with the streams, lakes, and tidal waters which are
subject to the provisions of this chapter; the same to be
 designated as to location by the department of ecology. Any county
or city may determine that portion of a one hundred-year flood
plain to be included in its master program as long as such portion

[ 2] 0TE-3375,2



includes, as a minimum, the floodway and the adjacent land
extending landward two hundred feet therefrom;

({(t5+r)) (B) A "stream" is a naturally occurring body of
periodic or continucusly flowing water where:

(a} The mean annual flow is greater than twenty cubic feet per
second; and '

{b) The water i1s contained within a channel. A channel is an
open conduit either naturally or artificially created. This
definition does not include artificially created irrigation, -return
flow, or ((stockwaterimy)) stock watering channels;

{(-F6+)) (8) "Tidal water™ includes marine and estuarine
waters bounded by the ordinary high water mark. Where a stream
enters the tidal water, the tidal water is bounded by the extension
of the elevation of the marine ordinary high water mark within the
stream;
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159y ) (10) "Wetlands" or "wetland areas" means areas that are
inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency
and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal
circumstances do support, a prevalence o¢f vegetation typically
adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. Wetlands generally
include swamps, marshes, bogs and similar areas. Wetlands do not
include those artificial wetlands i1ntentionally created from
nonwetland'sites, including, but not 1limited to, irrigation and
drainage ditches, grass-lined swales, canals, detention facilities,
wastewater treatment facilities, farm ponds, and landscape
amenities, or those wetlands created after July 1, 1990, that were
unintentionally created as a result of the construction of a road,
street, or highway. Wetlands may include those artificial wetlands
intentionally c¢reated from nonwetland areas to mitigate the
conversion of wetlands; and

((t2a¥r)) (11) The definitions set forth in chapter 90.58 RCW

shall also apply as used herein, -

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending Order 96-12, filed 2/5/97, effective

WAC 173-22-035 Wetland identification and delineation.
Identification c¢f wetlands and delineation of their boundaries
pursuant to this chapter shall be done in accordance with the
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94)) approved federal wetland delineation manual and applicable
regional supplements. Review copies are available at  the
department of ecology headguarters and regional offices. Links to
the on-line versions are accessible through the department of
ecology wetlands web page. Copies of the original published manual
are available through the U.S8. Army Corps of Engineers Naticnal
Technical Information Service (phone 703-487-4650).

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending Order 86-06, filed 5/23/86)

WAC 173-22-0618 Douglas County. Wetlands subject to the
provisions of chapter 90,58 RCW within Douglas County {(desrgnatrcn
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are designated in the Douglas County shoreline master program.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending Order 86-06, filed 5/23/86)

WAC 173-22-0678 Yakima County. Wetlands subject to the
provisions of chapter 90. 58 RCHW w1th1n Yakima County ((desrgnatton

9E8)) are de51qnated in the Yakima County shorellne master

prodgraim,

REPEATLER

The following section of the Washington Administrative Code
is repealed:

WAC 173-22-080 Wetland delineation manual.
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